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DEPUTY GRANT E. ROTH, 
DEPUTY TODD W. SHAFFER, 
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On Friday, July 21, 2006 at 0520 hours, deputies received a radio call at regarding a 
possibly drunk woman armed with handguns at the Palmdale City Hall complex. 
Upon arrival at the scene, Deputies Shaffer and Roth contacted a city employee who 
told them the woman was attempting to hide behind parked vehicles in the parking 
lot. 


The deputies turned off the patrol vehicle’s headlights and drove closer to the 
woman's location until they saw the woman behind a vehicle. The woman (Suspect 
Dyer) was walking away from the deputies and holding a handgun in each hand. 
Both Deputy Shaffer and Deputy Roth yelled at her to stop and drop the weapons, 
but she refused to comply. She then started walking away from the deputies at a 
faster pace. Deputy Shaffer then notified assisting units in the area that she was 
armed running toward them. 


The deputies drove their patrol car toward Suspect Dyer and repositioned it to 
contact her again. Deputy Shaffer took a position of cover at a pick-up truck parked 
in the lot to the rear, while Deputy Roth took cover at the front of the truck with the 
shotgun. They were then advised that she was walking back toward them. Without 
warning, Suspect Dyer abruptly turned toward Deputies Shaffer and Roth, then 
pointed both handguns in their direction. Deputy Shaffer fired two rounds from his 
Beretta 9mm handgun and Deputy Roth fired one round from the shotgun. Suspect 
Dyer fell to one knee and struggled to regain her balance. As she regained her 
composure, she again raised both guns and pointed them directly at the deputies. 
Deputy Shaffer fired two rounds and Deputy Roth fired his shotgun again. 


After the second volley of rounds Suspect Dyer fell to the ground and the handguns 
landed on the pavement behind her, near her left side. After Deputy Shaffer 
completed a broadcast advising of the shooting, the suspect began to sit up again, 
and Deputy Shaffer yelled for her to stop. Suspect Dyer refused to comply with 


Deputy Shaffer's mands and rolled to her right side, Yfábbed both handguns, sat 
upright again, and pointed both guns at the deputies. Deputy Shaffer fired one round 
from his Beretta and Deputy Roth fire one round from his shotgun. 


Following the final series of shots, it appeared Suspect Dyer was not going to get up 
again. Sergeant Eric Ruble arrived within seconds and a plan was made to safely 
approach and arrest Suspect Dyer. 


Suspect Dyer was arrested and airlifted to Holy Cross Hospital where she was 
treated for multiple gunshot wounds. Suspect Dyer has a long history of mental 
illness. 


On November 29, 2007 the Executive Force Review Committee convened and 
conducted a review regarding the facts of this case. The applicable policies that 
were evaluated by the committee were: MMP §§ 3-01/025.00, Use of Force; 3- 
01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly Force; 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force; 
and 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards. 


Concerning: 


MMP § 3-01/025.00, Use of Force, MMP § 3-01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadiy 
Force, and MMP § 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force, the Committee determined 
that the force used by Deputy Grant Roth was reasonable and necessary and in 
compliance with Department policy. 


MMP § 3-01/025.00, Use of Force, MMP § 3-01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly 
Force, and MMP § 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force, the Committee determined 
that the force used by Deputy Todd Shaffer was reasonable and necessary and in 
compliance with Department policy. 


MMP § 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards, the Committee determined that the 
tactics employed by Deputies Roth and Shaffer in this incident were within 
Department Policy. 


AMAA D 
Commander 
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July 3, 2007 


Captain Raymond Peavy 

Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


RE:  J.S.L.D. File No. 06-0447 
LAS.D. File No. 006-13318-2610-055 


Dear Captain Peavy: 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attomey’s 
Office has completed its review of the July 21, 2006, non-fatal shooting of Susan Dyer by 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Deputies Todd Schaffer and Grant Roth. We have 
concluded that the deputies acted lawfully in self-defense and in the defense of others. 


The following analysis is based upon reports prepared by the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff s Department submitted to this office by Sergeant Howard Cooper on March 21, 
2007. The District Attorney Command Center was notified of the shooting at 
approximately 6:15 a.m. on July 21, 2006. The District Attorney Response Team, 
comprised of Deputy District Attorney Renee Cartaya and District Attorney Senior 
a RI pon to the scene. We were given a briefing of the 
circumstances surrounding the shooting and a “walk-through” of the scene. Voluntary 
statements were considered as a part of this analysis. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On July 21, 2006, at approximately 5:30 a.m., Deputies Dennis Dubois and Nelson Rios 
responded to 38300 Sierra Highway in the City of Lancaster in regards to a 911 call. The 
caller indicated that an armed woman was walking in front of City Hall near Poncitlan 
Square. Upon their arrival, the deputies immediately met| 

who pointed to a woman, later identified as Susan Dyer, standing in front of City Hall 
holding two handguns. As Deputies Dubois and Rios looked in Dyer’s direction, 


Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center 
210 West Temple Street 
ina Annalae CA GNOT?-3710 
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Deputies Todd Shaffer and Grant Roth entered the north parking lot area in their patrol 
vehicle. Another S ccted them to Dyer at the south end of the parking lot. 


Shaffer turned off the patrol vehicle’s headlights and drove southbound in the parking lot 
until he was approximately 25 to 35 yards away from Dyer. Roth illuminated Dyer with 
the spotlight and both deputies observed Dyer holding two black semiautomatic pistols. 
She walked in a southwesterly direction and held a pistol in each hand at her side, with 
both weapons pointed toward the ground. Dyer had a blank “zombie” like stare on her 
face. Both Shaffer and Roth ordered Dyer to stop and drop the guns. Dyer ignored the 
deputies’ commands and quickened her pace as she walked away from them. She turned 
westbound and began jogging, increasing the distance between them. Shaffer notified the 
other units of Dyer’s description, location, and her direction of travel. 


Shaffer and Roth lost sight of Dyer as she ran towards Sierra Highway. They 
repositioned their patrol vehicle near a parked truck and took positions behind the truck. 
Roth, armed with a department issued shotgun, stood behind the hood of the truck while 
Shaffer was behind the bed of the truck with his department issued Beretta 9mm 
semiautomatic pistol. They were notified by radio that Dyer was returning to their 
jocation. Shaffer and Roth observed Dyer walking toward their general direction. Both 
deputies repeatedly ordered her to stop and to drop the handguns. As Dyer advanced to 
their location, she turned and began walking directly toward them. 


Dyer raised her arms and pointed both pistols at Shaffer and Roth. In fear for their 
safety, Shaffer fired two rounds at Dyer, and Roth simultaneously fired one round in her 
direction. The impact pushed Dyer back a couple of feet. Roth ordered Dyer to drop the 
weapons but she continued to point both pistols directly at the deputies. Shaffer fired two 
additional rounds from his pistol while Roth fired another round from his shotgun. Dyer 
dropped to one knee and pointed the pistols down toward the ground for a brief second. 
She raised and pointed the pistols at the deputies. Roth fired another round at Dyer. The 
impact caused Dyer to fall backwards onto the pavement. Both of her guns landed on the 
pavement near her right side. 


Shaffer called for back-up on his handheld radio and noted that they had been involved in 
a shooting. Roth ordered Dyer not to move and to stay on the ground. Dyer ignored his 
commands and rolled over and grabbed both handguns. She sat up, and again pointed 
both guns at the deputies. In fear for their safety, Shaffer fired one round from his pistol 
and Roth fired one round from the shotgun. Dyer immediately fell to her left side. She 
appeared as if she was trying to get up because she continued to move her right arm up 
and down. Both deputies ordered her to remain still, and not to grab the guns. 


Within seconds, Sergeant Ruble arrived and an arrest team was formed. The arrest team 
consisted of Ruble, Roth, Shaffer, Dubois and Rios. The arrest team handcuffed Dyer 
without further incident. She was transported by ambulance to the Palmdale station and 
subsequently airlifted to Holy Cross Hospital. 
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Investigators recovered Dyer’s Beretta 9mm semiautomatic handgun, which was loaded 
with nine live rounds, and her Smith & Wesson 9mm semiautomatic handgun, which was 
also loaded with ten live rounds. Ballistic evidence from the crime scene confirmed that 
Shaffer fired five rounds and Roth fired four rounds during the incident. 


Investigators interviewed Dyer on July 23, 2006 at Holy Cross Medical Center. Dyer 
stated, “I didn’t mean any harm to anyone, I just wanted them to kill me. That’s all I’m 
gonna say.” During Dyer’s hospitalization at Holy Cross Medical Center, she assaulted a 
nurse and a deputy sheriff. 


Investigators interviewed Susan Dyers BE xplained that 
8 y P. 


he recently returned from a business trip and discovered his Beretta semiautomatic pistol 
and his Smith & Wesson semiautomatic pistol were missing. His Susan Dyer, had 
been residing in his home and has a long history of mental illness. 


During the trial she was diagnosed as a paranoid schizophrenic. 


On July 25, 2006, case MA035747 was filed against Dyer alleging two counts of assault 
on a peace officer with a semiautomatic firearm in violation of Penal Code section 
245(D), two counts of grand theft firearm in violation of Penal Code section 487(D)2, 
and two counts of a convicted felon in possession of a firearm in violation of Penal Code 
section 12020(A)1. The case is currently set for pretrial. 


CONCLUSION 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in defense of others if it 
reasonably appears to the person claiming the right of self-defense or the defense of 
others that he actually and reasonably believed he or others were in imminent danger of 
great bodily injury or death. People v Williams (1977) 75 Cal. App.3d 731. 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes reasonably 
necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or similar 
circumstances, to be necessary to prevent injury which appears to be imminent. 

Judicial Council of California Criminal Jury Instructions-3470. 


The “reasonableness” of a particular use of force must be judged from the perspective of 
a reasonable officer on the scene, rather than the 20/20 vision of hindsight... The calculus 
of reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police officers are often 
forced to make split-second judgments - in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and 
rapidly evolving - about the amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation. 
Graham v. Conner (1989) 490 US 386, 396-397. 
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The evidence cxamined in this investigation shows that Susan Dyer ignored the deputies 
repeated requests to stop and drop the handguns. She pointed both weapons directly at 
Deputies Shaffer and Roth. Believing they would be killed or seriously injured, both 
deputies fired their service weapons injuring Dyer. 


We conclude that Deputies Todd Shaffer and Grant Roth were placed in imminent danger 
and acted reasonably and lawfully in self-defense and defense of others when they used 
deadly force against Susan Dyer. We are therefore closing our file and will take no 
further action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COOLEY 
District Attomey 


sl] J 


RENEE S$. CARTAYA 
Deputy District Attomey 
(213)974-5090 


c: Deputy Todd Shaffer, : 
Deputy Grant Roth, 


